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Easter  Remembrances 

by  Floyd  Schmoe,  University  Meeting 

For  each  of  us  Easter  Sunday,  with  its  anthems  and  lilies  and  new  summer  dresses,  must  kindle  memories 
of  Easters  past  which  for  us  were  occasions  of  joy  and  gladness.  For  many  these  will  range  from  the  heart 
throbs  of  being  a little  angel  in  an  Easter  pageant  to  the  heart  swelling  participation  in  an  organ-sustained 
Hallelujah  Chorus;  and  from  quiet  meditation  in  a Quaker  Meeting  for  worship  to  the  pageantry  of  a great 
cathedral  choir. 

For  me  there  have  been  Easter  Sundays  equally  memorable  but  for  other  reasons.  Perhaps,  it  has  been 
chance,  but,  having  little  faith  in  chance  as  such.  I’ll  say  that  “by  coincidence”  I have  found  myself  far  from 
meeting  room  or  cathedral  on  Easter  Sunday. 

On  Easter  1919  1 was  on  a freight  train  parked  in  a Berlin  railway  yard,  member  of  a small  team  of  Quaker 
Relief  workers  who  were  convoying  a trainload  of  medical  and  relief  supplies  to  typhus-stricken  Poland.  We 
were  the  first  American  civilians  to  enter  Germany  after  the  Armistice,  and  we  were  not  allowed  to  leave  our 
train.  However  a little  German  girl,  a typical  Deutschermadchen  with  yellow  braids,  came  shyly  to  the  com- 
missary car  as  we  were  having  our  breakfast  and  stood  watching  us.  She  looked  poor  and  hungry,  but  she 
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Creation  and  Creative  Worship 

As  I read  Bill  Scott’s  meditation/lecture  printed 
here  which  is  a synthesis  of  his  understandings  of 
creation  as  a physicist  and  as  a Friend  rooted  in 
mystical  tradition,  I recalled  Howard  Brinton’s 
“Creative  Worship”  (Swarthmore  Lecture,  1931). 

In  this  essary  Brinton  links  the  exploration  of  the 
human  spirit  and  the  exploration  of  the  universe  in 
this  century  to  the  renewal  of  “creative  worship.  . . 
[which]  lies  on  the  edge  of  the  known. . . a path  of 
exploration  which  extends  indefinitely  into  realms 
of  the  world  to  be.” 

Brinton  reminds  us  that  “the  warm,  living,  throb- 
bing heart  of  existence  escapes  philosophic  as  it 
does  scientific  analysis.  . . [which]  must  be  comple- 
mented by  something  more  direct  and  intimate. . . 
[the  experience  of  that]  Power  which  perfects, 
organizes,  and  integrates. . . that  same  Power  [the 
mystic  calls]  . . . God  the  Person  who  can  be  loved 
and  worshiped.”  Science,  philosophy,  and  religion 
converge,  Brinton  avers,  upon  one  body  of  truth. 
“Experiment  with  frjuth”  is  an  ancient  Quaker 
phrase  more  easily  discerned  by  historical  reflec- 
tions on  the  Religious  Society  and  its  martyrs  and 
memorable  reformers. whose  actions  changed  the 
world  than  in  our  pfesenf  dilemmas  of  conscience. 
However,  Howard  Brinton  again  points  the  way  to 
the  testing  of  our  leadings  in  truth: 

“In  worship  we  turn  away  from  the  task 
before  us  in  order  to  discover  the  true  meaning 
of  the  task  itself.  As  we  go  back  and  forth, 
first  to  the  task,  then  to  our  worship,  and  again 
to  the  task,  the  vision  vouchsafed  us  becomes 
clearer,  the  task  is  better  done,  each  approxi- 
mates the  other  until  at  last  task  and  vision 
merge  in  complete  and  perfect  reality.  This  is 
the  consummation  of  life  and  worship.” 

Shirley  Ruth 


FCNL  West  Coast  Search 

Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
urgently  needs  a part-time  Field  Secretary  for 
the  West  Coast,  a Friend  or  person  close  to 
Friends  who  would  interpret  the  work  and 
financial  needs  of  the  FCNL  to  constituents. 
The  application  period  is  open  until  April  30. 
Refer  inquiries  to  Wil  Hartier,  245  Second 
St.  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002,  (202) 
547-6000. 
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(Easter:  Cont.  from  cover) 

did  not  ask  for  food.  Soon  we  found  a pail  of  hard  candy  among  our  stores  and  gave  her  a handful.  With  a 
quick  curtsy  and  whispered  “dankeschon”  she  turned  and  ran.  Within  minues  she  was  back,  and  with  her 
were  a dozen  or  more  hungry  children.  The  pail  of  candy  was  soon  emptied. 

A member  of  our  Meeting  today  was  one  of  those  millions  of  starving  German  children  which  the  Service 
Committee  fed  and  clothed  during  the  terrible  year  which  followed,  and,  although  she  does  not  recall  this 
instance,  I like  to  think  that  she  may  well  have  been  that  little  German  maiden. 

For  me  the  following  Easter  was  far  away  and  far  different.  Ruth  Schmoe  and  I had  spent  the  winter 
alone  as  caretakers  of  Paradise  Inn  on  Mount  Rainier.  There  was  thirty  feet  of  snow  in  the  valley,  and  that 
morning  the  Alpine  trees  were  draped  in  windblown  snow.  We  strapped  on  snowshoes  and  walked  among 
them  accepting  their  beauty  as  our  praise  of  The  Most  Holy. 

On  another  snowy  Easter  some  twenty  years  later,  it  was  my  joy  to  join  several  hundred  of  our 
Japanese  American  neighbors  in  Sunrise  services  on  the  sagebrush  plain  of  Heart  Mountain  Relocation  Camp 
in  northern  Montana— a joy  mixed  with  sadness  surrounded  as  we  were  by  the  high  wire  fence  and  menacing 
guard  towers  which  looked  down  on  us. 

A happier  sunrise  greeted  us  in  1961  as  we  stood  in  a jungle  clearing  virtually  astride  the  Equator  and 
sang  praises  with  upwards  of  a thousand  black  Quakers  at  Kaimosi  Mission.  Kenya— though  even  that  was 
saddened  by  the  knowledge  that  on  that  very  morning  a mother  and  child  of  a nearby  village  had  been  slain 
by  Mau  Mau  arrows.  All  through  the  service  we  could  hear  the  funeral  drums  beating. 

On  the  most  inspiring  Easter  Morning  of  all,  I chanced  to  be  at  Grand  Canyon  and  had,  before  dawn, 
walked  part  way  down  the  Bright  Angel  Trail  to  sit  alone  and  watch  the  rising  sun.  But  I was  not  alone.  As 
I sat  quietly  beside  the  trail  a mother  doe  with  two  spotted  fawns  came  up  the  trail  and  stopped  within  a 
few  feet  to  allow  the  little  ones  to  nurse.  They  did  not  see  me  and  soon  passed  around  a bend  in  the  trail. 
Then  the  sun’s  brillian  orb  crested  the  canyon’s  eastern  rim,  turning  sandstone  crests  to  silver  and  gold  and 
deepening  the  velvet  blackness  of  lateral  ravines. 

There  will  be  other  Easter  mornings  and,  we  hope,  more  peaceful  ones,  but  if  I should  ever  have  to  choose 
between  a cathedral’s  soaring  choir  and  the  Grand  Canyon’s  awesome  pagentry  of  sunlight  and  shadow  as  a 
place  to  sing  my  praises,  I would  prefer,  again,  the  Grand  Canyon. 


How  Did  We  Come  To  Be? 

by  William  T.  Scott,  Reno  Meeting 


The  creation  story  is  a religious  story,  whether  told  in  the  form  of  evolution  or  of  legend,  because  it  tells 
how  we  came  to  be,  and  that  tells  us  something  about  who  we  are,  what  our  calling  is,  what  the  world  is  like 
and  what  God  is  like.  We  usually  have  thrust  upon  us  two  conflicting  views  of  creation:  the  Biblical  account 
treated  by  some  as  a literal  affirmation  of  God’s  special  creation  of  humanity,  and  the  scientific  account 
which  is  viewed  by  some  as  a denial  of  God  and  as  degrading  the  human  species.  Both  these  accounts  are 
poor,  but  the  Biblical  one,  at  least,  has  intelligibility  concerning  the  meaning  of  life,  which  the  belief  that  it 
all  happened  by  blind  chance  does  not.  In  this  paper  I want  to  suggest  a view  that  unites  the  scientific  and 
religious  outlooks,  more  as  a meditation  than  as  a lecture. 

Because  the  question  of  teaching  about  evolution  keeps  coming  up,  I want  to  start  with  my  own  opinion, 
so  it  will  be  clear  where  I stand.  It  will  also  be  a way  of  getting  into  the  depths  of  the  subject.  I hold  that 
the  scientific  discoveries  and  theories  of  evolution  should  be  taught  in  schools  just  as  theories  of  physics  and 
chemistry  and  the  practice  of  technology  should  be  taught.  I think  also  that  a completely  separate  course 
should  be  given  on  the  varieties  of  interpretation  of  evolution,  including  atheist,  fundamentalist  Christian, 
Teilhardian  Catholic,  Main  Line  Protestant,  Hindu,  and  American  Indian  views.  Two  common  errors  need 
to  be  eliminated.  One  is  the  concept  that  there  is  only  one  true  form  of  religion,  in  particular  the  form  being 
promoted  so  actively  by  our  fundamentalist  brothers  and  sisters.  It  is  just  such  totalitarian  views  of  unique 
forms  of  religious  truth  that  the  founding  fathers  of  this  country  saw  the  necessity  to  avoid.  Such  totali- 
tarianism still  has  dangers  for  the  world  as  the  conflicts  of  religions  in  Ireland  and  the  Middle  East  continue 

to  show  us.  tn  ^ A i/ioi 
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The  other  common  error  is  in  the  way  we  teach  science.  Perhaps,  I should  say  there  are  two  errors  in 
science  teaching,  for  a mistaken  concept  of  how  science  functions  is  put  forward  and  an  inadequate  inter- 
pretation of  the  results,  in  the  case  of  evolution,  is  given  the  status  of  being  scientifically  proved. 

The  point  about  the  functioning  of  science  is  this.  Science  is  a collective,  communal  effort  of  many 
persons  passionately  and  devotedly  seeking  the  truth  about  nature  and  getting  caught  up  in  a tremendous 
sense  of  discovery,  a sense  that  revelations  have  come  to  them.  A theory  like  evolution  is  not  generated  by 
impersonal  logic  from  a few  experiments  of  absolute  certainty,  but  by  the  collection  by  many  people  of 
enormous  amounts  of  different  kinds  of  evidence,  worked  up  into  many  convincing  pieces  of  theory.  The 
establishment  of  any  piece  of  theory  comes  about,  in  the  first  place,  by  its  being  built  on  the  whole  fabric 
of  what  has  already  been  established.  Trust  in  the  integrity  and  competence  of  other  scientists  and  in  the 
reliability  of  their  results  is  essential  to  scientific  method.  In  the  second  place,  a piece  of  theory  becomes 
established  by  being  subjected  to  criticism  and  correction  by  other  experts  in  the  given  field.  Different  ways 
of  verifying  the  same  truth  are  the  best  way  to  its  establishment.  No  single  experiment  can  disprove  such 
a wide-ranging  and  well-founded  theory,  although,  from  time  to  time,  some  very  striking,  new  results  make 
us  see  what  has  already  been  found  in  a new  light.  A community  of  scientists  is,  in  some  ways,  like  a church 
whose  members  share  in  the  delight  of  finding  new  insights  and  practices  for  their  religion. 

Our  acceptance  of  evolution  is  based  on  a great  deal  of  geologic  evidence,  such  as  the  comparison  of  the 
depth  of  the  Grand  Canyon  with  the  rate  of  its  wearing  down  at  the  bottom  by  the  Colorado  River,  a com- 
parison that  shows  the  canyon  to  be  two  million  years  old.  A huge  number  of  radioactive  dates  of  many 
kinds  give  a time  scale  we  cannot  doubt,  about  four  or  five  billion  years  from  the  time  the  oldest  rocks  on 
earth  solidified  from  a molten  state.  Evolution  is  also  based  on  a vast  amount  of  fossil  evidence  which  shows 
an  order  to  the  stages  of  life.  It  does  not  show  humans  as  descended  from  apes,  but  humans  and  apes  as  hav- 
ing common  ancestors  in  a succession  of  small  sensitive  adaptable  creatures.  The  study  of  DNA,  genetics, 
and  the  relations  among  species  leads  to  all  of  biology  giving  enormous  support  to  the  theory.  Species  are 
not  so  sharply  distinguished  one  from  another  as  we  used  to  think,  and  evolution  tells  why.  Astronomy 
with  its  study  of  galaxies,  of  the  creation  of  elements  in  stars,  and  of  the  residual  evidence  of  the  original 
big  bang  in  the  universal  background  microwave  radiation  provides  another  lot  of  evidence. 

What  is  a Christian  to  do  in  the  face  of  all  this?  We  rejoice  in  the  magnitude  and  wonder  of  God’s 
creation,  and  accept,  in  humility,  both  the  successes  of  scientists  in  finding  it  all  out  and  our  inability  to 
see,  in  any  easy  way,  how  God  did  it.  The  Bible  is  our  central  source  of  inspiration.  It  was  written  by  a 
group  of  devout  Near-Easterners  who  sought  to  record  the  history  of  God’s  work  among  them.  Being  Near- 
Easterners,  they  were  used  to  writing  in  figures  of  speech.  They,  naturally,  wanted  to  describe  the  world 
and  its  creation  in  some  kind  of  literal  terms,  so  they  used  the  outlook  of  their  times,  the  only  science  they 
had.  But  lacking  our  tradition  of  separating  scientific  and  metaphysical  language,  they  mixed  up  together 
both  literal  and  spiritual  terms.  Our  task  in  finding  the  deep  significance  of  the  Bible  is  always  to  seek  out 
the  universal  meanings  which  are  usually  in  figures  and  parables  from  the  particular  points  of  view  of  the 
writers  and  their  times.  The  effort  to  interpret  the  Bible  literally  is  a modern  invention  which  took  up  the 
concept  that  truth  about  events  in  space  and  time  can  be  conveyed  only  in  a scientific  type  of  proportional 
language  in  which  God  is  some  kind  of  super-logical  science  teacher.  Religious  truth,  however,  is  conveyed 
in  the  language  of  personal  encounter,  of  praise  and  worship,  and  of  artistic  metaphor.  In  the  creation  story 
of  the  book  of  Genesis,  what  is  important  is  that  God  saw  that  it  was  all  good.  We  find  none  of  the  ideas 
from  other  religions  of  a God  who  only  created  the  good  people  or  just  the  spiritual  as  opposed  to  the 
material  aspect  of  reality.  The  whole  world  is  good.  The  exciting,  marvelous  world  shown  by  evolution  is 
good.  The  idea  promoted  by  some  evolutionists  that  evolution  shows  humans  as  only  some  kind  of  advanced 
mechanical  animals  who  are  basically  aggressive  and  nasty  is  contradicted  by  the  Bible  which  is  the  original 
source  for  the  very  concept  of  personhood.  The  mechanical  view  is  also  self-contradictory,  for  it  denies  the 
existence  of  persons  who  care  about  the  truth  and  about  each  other.  If  there  weren’t  any  persons  like  this, 
there  couldn’t  be  any  science,  nor  any  discovery  of  evolution.  The  whole  theory  would  be  nonsense.  The 
Biblical  account  makes  us  look,  instead,  to  see  how  evolution  could  explain  the  advent  of  persons  and  spirit 
in  the  world. 

Some  very  distinguished  people  have  looked  for  an  explanation  and  have  found  one— Teilhard  de  Chardin 
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is  the  most  famous;  Michael  Polanyi  is  one  I know  the  best.  The  heart  of  the  matter  is  how  the  process  of 
chance  mutation  and  selective  survival  actually  works.  While  chance  plays  a basic  role  in  evolution,  chance 
is  not  blind.  The  key,  in  Polanyi’s  words,  is  that  chance  mutations  can  release  latent  possibilities.  All  kinds 
of  mutations  occur  following  the  roles  of  probability.  Most  of  them  do  nothing  much,  some  interfere  with 
life,  but  some  make  changes  that  allow  something  to  come  into  being  that  is  ready  to  happen.  A series  of 
mutations  that  get  perpetuated  because  of  a higher  survival  rate  over  many  generations  may  lead  to  a new 
species  that  is  well  adapted  to  a new  place  to  live  or  a new  way  of  life.  We  would  say  that  the  species  has 
gained  true  simplicity  and  has  come  down  right  in  its  new  place.  It  becomes  fruitful  and  multiplies,  and 
another  piece  of  creation  has  happened.  So  also  when  a social  mutation  occurs  in  the  discovery  of  a new 
form  of  institution,  a social  group  may  find  its  true  simplicity,  and  a new  abundance  of  life  is  created.  A 
mutation  in  a person’s  own  psyche  may  lead  her  or  him  to  come  down  right  and  enter  that  valley  of  love 
and  delight  that  the  Shaker  hymn  tells  of. 

But  some  species  come  into  a specialized  kind  of  rightness  that  does  not  lead  anywhere.  Horses  get  to 
be  expert  chewers  and  runners,  and  never  could  adapt  to  other  ways  of  life.  Our  ancestors,  however,  were 
always  the  sensitive  ones,  not  very  strong,  specialized  only  in  adaptability  and  awareness,  and  open  to 
creativity.  Consider  our  perception.  We  can  recognize  all  manner  of  things— organized  wholes,  patterns, 
conceptions.  When  we  see  something,  we  integrate  myriads  of  clues  into  that  thing,  just  as  animals  have 
been  doing  for  200  million  years,  seeing  prey  and  predators,  and  mates,  and  nests  and  offspring.  Every 
time  anyone  of  these  are  perceived,  it  is  seen  from  a new  angle,  often  against  a different  background. 
Evolutionary  pressure  for  simplicity  and  survival  brought  this  ability  about,  but  once  it  was  there,  some- 
thing else  could  happen.  Curiosity  could  develop,  the  young  in  their  play  could  revel  in  perceiving  all  sorts 
of  realities,  not  just  the  ones  they  needed  for  survival.  Thus  did  evolution  bring  about  our  unlimited  possi- 
bilities for  learning,  our  knowing  of  each  other,  our  consciences,  our  perceptions  of  the  transcendent  and 
the  ultimate,  and  our  experience  and  love  of  God. 

So  chance  is  not  blind.  God  acts  through  the  selectivity  of  chance,  and  he  surely  does  not  act  like  a 
cosmic  craftsman,  putting  each  piece  deliberately  in  place  by  a sort  of  divine  magic.  That  is,  he  does  not 
operate  with  determinism,  and  the  world  he  has  created  is  not  a deterministic  world.  For  centuries  people 
have  thought  of  God  as  an  omnipotent  constructor  of  everything,  as  our  fundamentalist  friends  still  do, 
and  have  been  troubled  over  the  creation  of  evil  things  and  evil  doings.  But  the  God  who  offers  potenti- 
alities that  may  or  may  not  be  taken  up  is  the  same  God  who  calls  us  by  love,  and  not  by  force,  to  seek  his 
will  and  do  it,  to  take  advantage  of  the  new  things  that  can  happen,  the  millions  of  tiny  accidents  every  day 
always  opening  the  way  to  healing  and  the  abundant  life.  God  does  not  set  up  the  accidental  meeting  of 
two  people  who  then  fall  in  love  and  strike  up  a life-long  companionship,  but  he  calls  them  to  take  up  and 
develop  the  new  life  that  the  accident  makes  possible. 

Where  is  God?  That  has  always  been  a big  stickler  for  a religious  interpretation  of  evolution.  No  influ- 
ence from  outside  the  world  is  needed.  Teilhard  talks  of  the  “within  of  things,”  and  the  Gospel  of  John 
talks  of  the  Word  that  was  in  the  beginning  and  represents  the  creative  urge  of  God.  God  is  somehow  with- 
in things,  for  it  is  the  very  nature  of  things  to  which  we  appeal  in  science  for  an  understanding  of  how  the 
world  has  evolved. 

But  the  Word  became  flesh.  What  can  we  make  of  this?  This  figure  of  speech  refers  to  the  greatest 
spiritual  mutation  of  human  history.  This  is  the  mutation  that  brought  Jesus  into  being— not  just  the  bio- 
logical man,  marvelously  insightful,  sensitive,  and  whole  as  he  was,  but  the  man  in  whom  the  Christ,  the 
personhood  of  God,  became  incarnate  out  of  the  historical  background  of  the  prophetic  tradition  and  the 
immediate  environment  of  a people  in  need  of  redemption.  This  changed  history,  for  after  Jesus  the  man 
was  dead,  the  Christ,  the  comforter,  turned  out  to  have  been  evoked  deep  in  the  consciousness  of  his 
followers  and  to  continue  to  move  the  Christian  community  to  form  a church  and  to  keep  reforming  it,  to 
move  the  John  Wesleys  and  the  George  Foxes  and  the  Teilhards  who  keep  finding  the  Christian  message 
anew  for  their  times  and  places.  It  moves  those  who  take  part  in  the  mutual  irradiation  between  Christianity 
and  the  other  religions  which  is  going  on  in  our  modern  world. 

The  idea  of  God  as  within  is  not  quite  enough,  however.  We  think  of  God  as  a person,  and  one  of  the 
problems  of  evolution  is  how  personhood  or  soul  arises.  With  all  the  science  I know  or  have  read  about,  I 
still  find  it  a mystery  how  I can  be  a person  in  this  physical  body.  I know  from  science  and  philosophy  that 
body  and  soul  form  a unity,  and  I like  Michael  Polanyi’s  statement  that  the  mind  is  the  meaning  of  the  body, 
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but  I still  can’t  put  these  two  sides  together  in  a single  image.  I am  sure,  however,  that,  just  because  I can’t 
see  this,  does  not  prove  that  I am  not  a unity.  What,  then,  is  the  personhood  of  God?  It  makes  rational 
sense  to  me  to  say  that  the  world  is  the  body  of  God,  and  that  each  of  us  is  both  an  independent  person  and 
a part  of  God,  but  to  see  how  God  is  a person  is  beyond  my  intellectual  ability,  nor  can  I easily  fit  together 
the  ideas  of  God  as  the  meaning  of  the  whole  world  and  as  being  the  Word  within  everything.  The  Christian 
answer  to  this  puzzle  is  that  we  learn  about  God  through  Jesus  who  was  transparent  to  him;  that  we  see  in 
Jesus  the  Christ,  the  personal  side  of  God,  as,  in  a lesser  way,  we  can  see  the  Christ  in  every  human  being. 

To  sum  up,  I believe  that  our  understanding  of  how  we  have  come  to  be  in  evolutionary  terms  leads  us  to  a 
deeper  sense  of  who  we  are  and  what  life  is  about,  of  where  our  true  simplicity  is  to  be  gained,  than  we  can 
find  either  in  the  legend  of  special  creation  or  in  the  legend  of  blind  chance  and  the  survival  of  the  selfish. 
The  culmination  of  evolution  is  the  connection  between  our  coming  into  being  by  means  of  the  Word  in 
evolution,  and  our  becoming  united  to  the  Word  through  the  mutation  that  is  the  Christ. 

[The  December  issue  of  Science  81  Magazine  provides  a special  section  on  “Creationism  as  a Social  Move- 
ment, Creationism  as  Science,  the  Impact  on  Education:  an  Update,  and  What  do  the  Creationists  Say?” 
Friends  interested  in  the  current  controversy  in  the  courts  between  creationists  and  the  scientific  commu- 
nity and  the  schools  may  wish  to  read  this  clear  and  well-written  overview  by  the  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science.] 


Existence  of  the  Soul  in  Life  or  Death 

by  Mary  Louise  O’Hara,  La  Jolla  Meeting 

Years  ago  I had  a pair  of  tiny  love  birds,  an  African  species  about  two  inches  long,  with  dark  gray  feathers 
and  red  beaks.  All  day  long  they  groomed  and  caressed  each  other.  Never  tame,  they  always  fluttered  to 
the  top  of  the  cage  when  I put  food  or  water  inside.  Their  only  song  was  a twitter. 

One  early  dawn  I was  awakened  by  piercing  shrieks  from  their  cage.  I found  one  bird  dead  on  the  floor, 
the  other  flying  madly  back  and  forth,  crying  incessantly. 

I picked  up  the  dead  bird,  and  holding  it  on  the  flat  of  my  hand,  tried  to  make  its  mate  realize  it  was 
not  alone  in  the  cage.  The  bird  refused  to  believe  that  the  little  lump  of  feathers  had  ever  belonged  to  it. 

Its  partner  wasgoA7e!  Gone  was  the  animated  spirit,  the  responsive  soul,  the  love. 

The  next  day,  a sunny  day,  I put  the  cage  outdoors  on  the  porch  as  the  piercing  cries  continued.  When 
I put  a bit  of  fruit  in  the  cage,  instead  of  fluttering  to  the  top  of  the  cage,  the  tiny  bird  flew  out,  up  past 
my  face  and  into  the  trees,  seeking  its  lost  mate. 

How  did  the  bird  know  so  positively  that  the  soul  had  fled?  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  knew. 

Here  is  the  mystery  of  our  being,  the  immensely  precious  gift,  which  is  life  itself.  Life  is  spirit,  dwelling 
in  the  physical.  Both  are  precious]  When  the  soul  departs,  we  call  this  condition  “death.”  I believe  this 
spirit  continues  to  exist— the  spirit  of  human  beings,  animals,  plants,  in  fact,  of  all  living  creatures.  No  one 
has  ever  proved  otherwise.  Several  amazing  and  true  experiences  in  my  life  have  convinced  me.  One 
occurred  when  I was  about  seven  years  old.  I was  playing  with  my  brother  and  sisters  one  evening  in  our 
library  when  the  telephone  rang.  I looked  up  and  said  to  mother,  “Aunt  Nora  is  dead.” 

Mother  was  shocked  and  displeased  by  this  strange  remark,  but  after  she  answered  the  long-distance  call, 
she  was  pale,  and  asked  me,  “How  did  you  know  Aunt  Nora  was  dead?  She  had  not  been  ill.  She  died  very 
suddenly.” 

She  was  my  great  aunt,  the  old  maid  aunt  whom  no  one  seemed  to  like,  but  when  she  came  on  rare  visits, 

I just  loved  her.  Had  her  spirit  said  goodby  to  me,  because  I was  the  one  who  truly  loved  her?  She  had 
communicated  with  me. 

Years  later  my  mother  died  at  the  age  of  seventy.  Father  had  died  thirteen  years  earlier.  Their  marriage 
had  been  one  of  total  delight  in  each  other  and  devotion  to  us,  five  children.  Four  of  us  had  come  home  to 
be  with  her  during  her  last  days  in  the  house  where  we  had  been  born  and  brought  up.  We  were  at  her  side 
when  she  said,  “In  three  days  I shall  see  your  father.”  Three  days  later  she  stopped  breathing.  I was  staying 
in  my  childhood  bedroom,  a large  Mid-Victorian  room  with  a wide,  sunny  bay  window.  Several  mornings 
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after  her  death,  I was  awakened  by  mother,  leaning  down  to  kiss  me,  as  she  used  to  do  when  wakening  us 
to  go  to  school.  I opened  my  eyes  and  saw  her.  She  was  young,  her  hair  brown  instead  of  gray,  her  cheeks 
pink,  not  pale.  She  was  wearing,  not  her  usual  gray  or  black,  but  a light  blue  dress. 

She  smiled  at  me,  and  said,  “I  have  never  been  so  happy.” 

Unfortunately,  I blurted  out,  “But  mother,  you  are.  . . (dead),”  but  hesitated  at  the  dreaded  word. 

She  disappeared,  and  I did  not  tell  anyone  my  experience,  fearing  they  would  think  I had  lost  my  senses. 
However,  that  evening  as  I sat  next  to  my  youngest  sister,  I asked,  “Do  you  think  mother  is  happy  with 
father  now?” 

She  trembled,  and  her  eyes  filled  with  tears,  as  she  answered,  “This  morning  I heard  voices,  and  saw 
mother  coming  from  your  room.  She  stood  at  the  foot  of  my  bed,  and  said,  T have  never  been  so  happy’.” 

“What  did  she  look  like?” 

“She  was  so  young,  and  she  wore  a blue  dress!” 

Even  more  mysterious  is  the  rapport  between  human  souls  and  the  spirits  of  plants  and  animals.  An 
extraordinary  example  occurred  with  one  of  my  aunts.  Aunt  Hattie  Abbott  was  deeply  fond  of  a plant  she 
had  had  for  several  years,  and  also  of  her  terrier,  Teddy.  Her  husband,  Alison,  and  her  daughter,  Marjorie, 
sometimes  teased  her  about  them. 

She  became  very  ill,  seriously  ill.  One  evening  after  visiting  the  hospital.  Uncle  A1  and  Marjorie  came 
home,  and  were  sitting  worrying  in  the  living  room.  Suddenly  the  dog  Teddy  gave  a sharp  cry,  and  rolled 
over  and  died.  At  the  same  moment  all  branches  of  the  favorite  plant  fell  limp  down  the  side  of  the  flower 
pot. 

Marjorie  told  me  her  father  exclaimed,  “Hattie  is  dead.” 

The  telephone  rang.  It  was  the  hospital  nurse  saying  she  had  just  died. 

What  strong  bond  had  united  the  woman,  the  plant,  the  dog  to  such  an  extent  that  the  flight  of  one 
spirit  then  summoned  the  other  two? 

I do  not  doubt  that  the  animus  or  animating  spirit  exists  in  every  living  creature.  When  it  is  gone,  the 
physical  material  remaining  is  transformed  into  something  else— a tree,  a flower,  an  insect  or  animal.  . . 

As  Epictetus  said  to  a father  who  was  grieving,  “You  have  not  lost  a daughter.  She  has  been  returned” 

(to  earth). 

There  is  no  suffering  for  the  spirit  which  has  left  its  earthly  container.  The  after-life  seems  to  promise 
serenity.  I am  convinced  that  this  serenity  is  denied  to  no  one,  because  the  Creator  can  have  no  favorites. 
No  true  God  is  spiteful,  only  false  human  interpretations  invest  such  a God. 

The  world’s  problem  is  not,  “How  shall  we  save  our  souls?”  The  world  has  a far  greater  problem, 

“How  can  we  prevent  physical  and  emotional  suffering  on  earth?  How  can  human  beings  dwell  in  peace 
and  in  harmonious,  ethical  relationships  and  mutual  aid  on  our  little  planet,  the  only  planet  which  has 
received  the  gift  of  life?” 

[Mary  Louise  O’Hara  is  a member  of  La  Jolla  Meeting  and  the  author  of  Everyone  Needs  a Philosophy 
of  Life,  based  on  Albert  Schweitzer’s  philosophy,  and  of  several  books  of  poetry.] 


Inspiration  and  the  Fast  for  Disarmament 

by  Miki  Sanders,  Visalia  Meeting 

We  grow  in  silence  or  with  a heart -felt  word  which 
inspires  us.  Sometimes  the  word  leads  to  a voice 
within  us  that  speaks  to  our  ability  to  make  a long 
term  commitment  to  do  something  particularly  lov- 
ing and  unselfish.  Such  commitment  can  be  spiri- 
tually invigorating  and  can  augment  the  path  toward 
non-violent  awareness. 

With  Edith  Cole’s  (Claremont  Meeting)  inspira- 
tion and  dedication  to  hunger  strike  at  the  2nd 
U.N.  Special  Session  for  Disarmament  (beginning 


June  7, 1982)  came  growing  numbers  of  concerned 
people  joining  with  her  in  support  of  the  Fast  for 
Disarmament. 

Of  course,  the  use  of  fasting  as  a discipline  and 
statement  and  as  an  alternative  to  civil  disobedience 
is  not  without  precedent.  Gandhi  and  Chavez, 
Sakorov  and  Gregory,  as  well  as  many  other  devout 
and  politically  determined  people,  have  fasted  to 
gain  essential  ground  in  their  struggles  for  human 
rights  and  for  the  liberation  of  the  human  spirit. 
Recent  European  actions  for  disarmament  in  com- 
bination with  fasting  indicate  that  the  method  can 

(Continued  on  page  113) 
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(Inspiration  and  Fast:  Cont.  from  page  111) 
be  very  effective  for  advancing  the  goals  of  the 
peace  movement  as  well.  For  the  past  two  years 
more  than  1500  people  have  fasted  for  peace  in 
Germany  during  Holy  Week.  Franciscans  are  plan- 
ning a fast  and  vigil  for  the  40  days  of  Lent  this 
year  at  the  Las  Vegas  nuclear  test  site.  The 
Franciscans  are  also  planning  a global  fast  for  dis- 
armament, involving  450-500  persons  between 
May  30-June  27. 

To  fast  is  to  be  free.  Fasting  puts  us  keenly 
in  touch  with  our  humanity,  our  vulnerability. 


It  clears  away  the  obstacles  to  contemplation, 
meditation  and  prayer.  The  Fast  for  Disarmament 
organizing  committee  has  found  that  fasting  Mon- 
days starts  the  week  out  right,  gets  one  used  to 
the  pleasant  habit  of  fasting  and  provides  ample 
opportunity  for  writing  to  those  who  one  feels 
would  benefit  from  a little  enlightenment  about 
disarmament! 

There  is  no  question  that  embarking  on  a fast 
of  some  duration  requires  preparation.  A pamphlet 
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produced  by  members  of  the  Nonviolent  Tactics 
Development  Project,  ^4  Guide  to  Political  Fasting, 
is  recommended  reading  for  anyone  attempting 
an  extended  fast.  It  can  be  purchased  for  $2.00 
through  the  N.T.D.P.,  454  Willamette  St.,  Eugene, 
Oregon  97401 , (503)  484-7222.  Information  is 
also  available  from  this  address  on  an  alternative 
fast  of  vegetable  and  fruit  juices  for  those  who 
would  prefer  to  fast  but  not  on  water.  {No  one 
should  fast  longer  than  three  days  on  water  alone 
unless  well-informed  of  the  physical  risks  involved.) 
Edith  Cole  invites  Friends  who  do  not  feel  led  to 
fast  for  longer  periods  to  fast  for  one  meal,  or  from 
sun-up  to  sun-down,  or  for  twenty-four  hours  and 
in  that  time  to  work  for  peace  by  letter-writing  to 
legislators  and  to  President  Reagan  asking  them  to 
take  leadership  in  the  U.N.  Special  Sessions  to  in- 
sure positive  steps  towards  disarmament.  Money 
not  spent  on  food  can  be  contributed  toward 
peace  education  and  disarmament  work. 

For  those  who’d  like  to  participate  in  the  Fast 
for  Disarmament  but  prefer  to  have  some  time 
limitation  on  the  length  of  their  fast,  a relay  fast 
system  has  been  developed  which  will  allow  a friend 
to  take  up  where  a fasting  person  has  left  off.  This 
variation  will  not  only  insure  the  sustainment  of 
the  Fast  but  will  include  people  who  might  not 
otherwise  feel  able  to  take  part. 

There  will  also  be  fast  preparedness  training 
which  will  attempt  to  cover  all  of  the  elements  of 
the  Fast  for  Disarmament  and  provide  answers  to 
questions  pertaining  to  fasting.  For  information 
about  having  a training  session  in  your  area  call  or 
write  to  N.T.D.P.  whose  address  appears  above. 

The  Fast  Committee  has  planned  a fast  during 
Holy  Week,  April  4-1 1 , in  Santa  Barbara  to  vigil  at 
the  Reagan  ranch  and  to  do  peace  education  work 
in  the  community.  Pasters  will  be  housed  at  the 
Santa  Barbara  Mission.  Friends  from  both  southern 
and  northern  California  will  participate. 

Longer  term  plans  revolve  around  the  Second 
United  Nations  Special  Session  on  Disarmament. 
Members  of  the  fast  will  travel  to  Washington, 

D.C.,  in  May,  staying  until  early  June  to  meet  with 
government  leaders  to  share  their  concerns  for 
peace.  They  will  join  other  fasters  in  New  York 
City  June  7 where  opportunities  will  be  made  to 
speak  with  U.N.  delegations  attending  the  Special 
Sessions. 

We  invite  Friends  to  join  us  in  working  for 
disarmament  through  the  fast  or  in  whatever  ways 
they  feel  able.  With  inspiration  guiding  us  and 


from  the  depths  of  many  hearts  peace  will  come  to 
our  world. 

[More  information  can  be  obtained  by  writing 
or  calling  the  Fast  for  Disarmament,  Ecumenical 
Peace  Institute,  942  Market  St.,  No.  714,  San 
Francisco , C A 94 1 02 , (4 1 5 ) 39 1 -52 1 5 . ] 


When  Friends  Fast 

by  Madge  T.  Seaver,  San  Francisco  Meeting 

When  a group  made  up  of  many  persons  for 
whom  I feel  affection  and  trust  invites  me  to  join 
them  in  a fast  for  disarmament  with  the  aim  of 
influencing  the  outcome  of  the  Second  United 
Nations  Special  Session  on  Disarmament  next 
June  or  July,  I am  bound  to  consider  this  proposal 
seriously. 

First,  we  may  look  at  some  of  our  models,  both 
ancient  and  modern;  second,  we  must  seek  for 
whatever  guidance  there  is  in  the  Society  of 
Friends;  and  finally,  if  we  turn  away  from  the  kind 
of  fast  proposed,  we  must  have  an  alternative. 

The  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment come  to  mind  whenever  we  are  confronted 
by  crucial  choices.  We  are  struck  by  the  fact  that 
we  have  examples  of  Jesus’  practice  of  fasting  as 
well  as  some  piercing  counsel  about  it.  Can  we 
doubt,  also,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  strictures  of 
the  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament?  One  wonders 
why  Isaiah  in  the  58th  chapter  was  so  severe: 
“Behold,  in  the  day  of  your  fast,  ye  find  pleasure. . . 
ye  fast  for  strife  and  debate.  . . Is  it  such  a fast 
that  I have  chosen?  Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I have 
chosen?  To  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  un- 
do the  heavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the  oppressed  go 
free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke?” 

Jeremiah  seems  to  condemn  fasting  along  with 
all  of  outward  forms  when  he  says  (Jer.  14:12): 
“When  they  fast  I will  not  hear  their  cry.”  And 
yet  Jesus,  when  he  was  seeking  for  clearness  about 
the  purpose  of  his  life,  fasted  for  a very  long  period, 
perhaps  forty  days.  Moreover,  in  Matthew’s 
account  of  the  healing  of  the  epileptic  boy,  Jesus 
says  that  such  a healing  can  only  be  by  prayer  and 
fasting.  However,  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  we 
read:  “When  you  fast,  do  not  look  gloomy  like 
the  hypocrites.  When  you  fast,  anoint  your  head 
and  wash  your  face  so  that  men  may  not  see  that 
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you  are  fasting.”  Moreover,  in  one  of  his  best- 
known  parables,  Jesus  contrasts  the  complacency 
of  the  Pharisee  who  boasts  that  he  fasts  twice  in 
the  week  with  the  simplicity  of  the  tax-gatherer 
who  prays  only  that  he  might  have  mercy.  Taking 
the  advice  and  practice  together,  Jesus  seems  to  be 
recommending  fasting  for  what  we  may  call  psychic 
and  spiritual  control.  He  firmly  turns  us  away 
from  a fast  which  calls  attention  to  itself,  a fast 
which  makes  a display  of  itself. 

I have  recently  been  reading  Gandhi’s  auto- 
biography and  was  struck  anew  by  his  account 
of  the  fast  connected  to  the  strike  of  the  laborers 
in  Ahmedabad.  He  tells  about  it  at  length  with 
his  invariable  honesty  and  disarming  scepticism 
about  his  motives:  “Was  it  pride  or  was  it  my  love 
for  the  laborers  and  my  passionate  regard  for 
truth?”  Before  he  started,  he  assured  the  mill- 
owners  that  he  was  not  fasting  against  them.  That 
would  amount  to  coercion  and  pressure:  “I  tried 
to  set  the  mill -owners  at  ease.” 

In  our  time  there  have  been  two  fasts  which  we 
may  think  of  as  political,  that  of  the  IRA  in  Ulster 
and  the  Sakharovs  in  the  USSR.  The  first  appears 
to  have  had  a negative  effect;  the  latter,  an  immedi- 
ate success. 

What  Friends  make  of  these  counsels  and  exam- 
ples will  depend  on  how  we  regard  the  persons  we 
hope  to  affect.  When  we  answer  that  of  God  in 
everyone,  we  are  trusting  that  consciences  will  be 
enlightened  and  persons  changed.  This  is  most 
likely  to  happen  when  we  assume  that  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Special  Session  share  our  concern  and 
good-will  although  political  reality  requires  that 
they  represent  their  home  governments. 

The  only  choice  not  open  to  us  is  apathy.  If 
we  reject  fasting  for  an  indefinite  period  and  for 
political  display,  there  must  be  an  alternative.  I 
suggest  the  following  criteria  for  any  alternatives: 

1)  It  does  no  damage  to  our  bodies.  Although 
many  of  us  may  eat  too  much,  this  is  not  the 
question  under  consideration.  An  indefinite 
fast  has  been  known  to  do  serious  injury  to 
the  body.  In  the  case  of  the  IRA  prisoners, 
each  man  arrived  at  a condition  in  which  the 
brain  was  so  starved  of  blood  that  he  was 
unable  to  make  a decision. 

2)  It  does  not  threaten  others  or  call  attention 
to  the  fasters. 

3)  It  directs  attention  to  the  issue,  in  this  case 
to  the  necessity  of  real  disarmament  agree- 
ments. While  the  agreements  may  come 
later  than  the  Special  Session,  such  meetings 


being  frequently  mere  speech-making,  they 
are  more  likely  to  come  when  the  people 
back  home  know  what  is  at  stake. 

Fortunately  our  Friends  in  England  have  already 
undertaken  an  alternative,  the  World  Disarmament 
Campaign,  one  of  the  initiators  of  which  was  our 
Friend,  Philip  Noel-Baker.  WDC  calls  on  partici- 
pants to  knock  on  every  door  in  Great  Britain  with 
petitions  and  information.  An  English  correspon- 
dent wrote  me  at  Christmas:  “I  thought  I had 
done  quite  well  when  I had  reached  500  signatures, 
only  to  read  that  one  campaigner  had  tolled  up 
5,000!” 

This  alternative  would  involve  us  in  tiring  work 
without  the  excitement  of  television  cameras  or 
newspaper  coverage,  but  it  offers  the  kind  of  pub- 
lic education  with  face-to-face  meetings.  Perhaps 
we  will  also  have  to  commit  ourselves  to  educat- 
ing and  training  ourselves  first.  The  process  of 
informing  the  public  of  the  issues  of  disarmament 
will  not  be  a short-term  affair,  but  it  will  start 
when  we  are  changed  persons  ourselves  before  we 
go  about  to  change  others. 


Summary  of  FCNL  Annual  Meeting 

by  Duane  Magill,  PYM  Representative, 

Santa  Monica  Meeting 

The  1981  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eriends 
Committee  on  National  Legislation  was  held 
November  12  to  15  at  the  National  4-H  Clubs 
Center  at  Chevy  Chase,  Maryland,  just  outside  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  with  some  190  Committee  mem- 
bers present,  representing  some  24  Yearly  Meetings, 
including  representatives  from  Intermountain, 
North  Pacific,  and  Pacific  Yearly  Meetings. 

Ed  Snyder,  Executive  Secretary  of  FCNL, 
opened  the  sessions  the  first  evening  with  a quo- 
tation from  Second  Timothy  1:7,  “God  has  not 
given  us  a spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power,  and  of  love, 
and  of  a sound  mind,”  and  this  served  as  the  key- 
note of  the  entire  session.  His  topic  was  “Rever- 
sing the  Drift  Toward  War,”  and  consisted  of  a 
survey  of  the  world  scene,  the  failure  of  the  con- 
cept of  deterrence  in  peace-keeping,  and  the  need 
for  seeing  the  people  of  other  countries  as  fellow 
human  beings  and  not  as  adversaries.  He  was 
joined  by  Caroline  Packard,  who  spoke  of  “CBM’s” 
(Confidence  Building  Measures)  in  foreign  relations. 

(Continued  on  page  116) 
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Subsequent  sessions  featured  worship  meetings 
led  by  Thom  Jeavons  of  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting, 
and  addresses  by:  John  Stoner  of  the  Mennonite 
Central  Committee  on  the  “Spiritual  Roots  of 
Effective  Political  Action,”  Ruth  Flower  and  Ellen 
Nissenbaum  of  the  FCNL  staff  on  “Economic 
Recovery  from  Radical  Budget  Surgery,”  and 
Frances  Neely  and  Nancy  Newman  of  the  FCNL 
staff  on  “The  Middle  East.”  Steve  Linscheid  and 
Ted  Zuern  presented  “Native  American  Legislative 
Issues.”  On  the  final  morning  we  were  treated  to 
an  inspirational  and  very  informative  closing 
message  by  E.  Raymond  Wilson,  Secretary  Emeritus 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  FCNL. 

The  main  work  of  the  Annual  Meeting  this  year 
was  the  formation  of  the  Five  Years’  Revision  of 
the  FCNL  Policy  Statement.  The  Policy  Committee 
had  prepared  a rough  draft  of  the  Policy  Statement 
in  advance,  under  the  four  headings: 

- “We  seek  a world  free  of  war  and  the  threat  of 
war. 

- We  seek  a society  with  equity  and  justice  for 
all. 

- We  seek  a community  where  every  person’s 
potential  may  be  fulfilled. 

- We  seek  an  earth  restored.” 

The  revision  of  the  rough  draft  was  handled  in 
three  steps:  first,  by  four  groups  consisting  of 
those  interested  in  the  four  major  headings;  second, 
by  groups  randomly  assigned  to  the  various  work- 
ing groups;  and  third,  by  the  entire  Annual  Meeting 
working  as  a Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  final 
draft  is  now  available,  and  comprises  the  January, 
1982,  issue  of  the  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter . 

In  summary,  I am  sure  that  all  of  us  felt  that 
the  Annual  Meeting  was  a very  meaningful  and 
rewarding  experience,  and  that  we  can  feel  a sense 
of  accomplishment  at  the  excellent  Policy  State- 
ment which  came  out  of  it. 


Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  Report 

by  Varley  Crist,  Multnomah  Meeting 

The  gathering  of  the  Willamette  Quarterly 
Meeting  (Oregon)  held  on  January  30,  1982,  at 
Reedwood  Friends  Church  in  Portland,  was  a very 
worshipful,  inspirational,  educational  and  friendly 
get-together. 

After  various  welcoming  and  early  activities,  a 


meeting  for  worship  was  held  at  10:00  a.m. 
Following  this.  Van  Ernst  from  San  Francisco 
Meeting  now  living  in  Ashland,  Oregon,  gave  a 
presentation  on  “Modern  Mystics  and  Friends” 
which  was  much  appreciated. 

Following  a sack  lunch,  there  were  two  periods 
of  interest  groups,  three  in  each  period— “Friends 
and  the  Elderly”  with  May  Wallace  of  Reedwood 
Friends  Church,  “Non-Violence  in  Daily  Living” 
with  Barbara  Janoe,  and  a CBS  film  on  Lucretia 
Mott  with  discussion  led  by  Vail  Palmer.  The 
second  period  included  a report  on  FCNL  by  Pat 
Shermer,  a film  of  interviews  with  six  South 
African  black  women  which  was  very  moving  with 
discussion  after  led  by  Elixabeth  Groff  from  Port- 
land AFSC,  and  “Friends  and  Parenting,”  a film 
and  group  led  by  Carol  Schram. 

After  the  interest  groups,  there  was  a meeting 
for  business  with  reports  from  committees,  meet- 
ings and  worship  groups.  Friends  were  tendered 
by  a memorial  minute  from  Corvallis  Meeting  on 
the  life  of  Fima  Marshall. 

After  a bountiful  meal  there  was  clean-up  and 
joyous  group  singing  with  Dorothy  Harvey  at  the 
piano.  At  the  same  time  Jane  Uphoff  gave  a report 
on  the  AFSC  National  Annual  Meeting.  The  day 
ended  with  square  dancing  taught  and  called  by 
Bonnie  Tinker. 

During  the  day.  Jay  Thatcher  was  in  charge  of 
a program  for  Junior  Friends. 

It  was  a happy,  meaningful  time  for  many 
Friends  of  Willamette  Valley  and  beyond. 

News  of  the  Meetings 

Worship  and  Ministry  - Care  for  One  Another: 
Strawberry  Creek  established  a standing  retreat 
committee,  responsible  for  a one-day  fall  or  winter 
retreat  and  a weekend-long  spring  retreat.  Friends 
planned  visits  to  San  Francisco  and  West  Marin 
Preparative  Meetings.  Claremont  had  a two- 

day  art  celebration,  as  “part  of  our  spiritual  life.” 
Each  participant  wrote  a short  statement  about 
work  displayed,  and  a sharing  session  was  held 
after  meeting  for  worship  to  talk  about  the  role  of 
art  in  the  lives  of  individuals  and  in  the  corporate 
life  of  the  meeting.  Members  and  attenders  who 
feel  the  need  of  help  in  clarifying  personal  prob- 
lems or  making  decisions  are  encouraged  to  choose 
several  Friends  as  a “Clearness  Comihittee”  with 
whom  they  can  talk.  Pullman-Moscow 

Friends  are  now  a monthly  meeting  of  North 
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Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  From  Santa 

Barbara*s  State  of  the  Meeting  report:  “We  are 
still  at  times  confused  as  to  when  and  how  to 
respond  to  individual  concerns  and  problems.  . . 
Fellowship  and  Caring  is  a concern  of  the  Over- 
sight Committee,  but  we  all  agree  that  the  respon- 
sibility to  reach  out,  to  listen,  to  support  belongs 
to  each  individual  member  and  attender.  . . Our 
meeting  for  worship  continues  to  be  our  central 
core.  To  it  so  much  is  given  and  from  it  so  much 
is  taken  that  the  weekly  experience  strengthens 
all  our  abilities  to  function  in  the  world.  It  is  a 
supportive  community  that  nurtures  and  comforts 
us  all.”  Santa  Cruz  agreed  to  continue  its 

Disaster  Relief  Committee  until  “it  is  clear  what 
needs  have  been  caused  by  the  rainy  season,  and 
that  they  have  all  been  adequately  met.”  The 
newsletter  carried  an  invitation  to  form  a men’s 
group  for  “sharing,  support  and  affirmation.  . . 
(with)  time  enough  to  establish  trust,  to  express 
ourselves  freely,  and  to  enhance  our  individual 
lives.”  La  Jolla  Meeting  celebrated  its  25th 

anniversary  on  March  7th,  and  noted  that  “Previous 
to  holding  the  dedication  services  (in  1957),  Joshua 
Bailey  wrote  invitations  to  all  the  workmen  who 
had  participated  in  building  the  Meeting  House, 
and  many  of  them  came.”  Mountain  View 

Meeting  in  Denver  is  also  twenty-five  years  old 
(on  April  25th),  and  planned  a program  of  displays 
of  photographs  and  reminiscences,  a look  at  the 
present  state  of  the  meeting,  glimpsing  the  future, 
along  with  fellowship  and  renewal  of  acquaintances, 
music  and  singing.  f//izvem7y,  concerned 

with  the  quality  of  Meeting  for  Worship  and  the 
quality  of  community,  scheduled  a North  End 
(Seattle)  regional  meeting  for  worship  beginning 
in  January,  four  worship-sharing  groups,  a series 
of  three  meetings  for  folks  to  share  their  experi- 
ences in  becoming  Quakers,  inviting  Friends  to 
develop  a sense  of  listening  to  each  other  as  a 
contribution  to  the  good  quality  of  Meeting  for 
Worship,  and  home  pot  lucks.  Floyd  Schmoe’s 
interesting  series  of  articles  about  Friends  Centers 
Around  the  World  has  been  running  in  their  News- 
letter. San  Francisco*s  current  newsletter 

carries  a lively  account  of  hospitality  offered  to 
guests  in  many  and  varied  circumstances  by  the 
Meetinghouse  and  by  its  host  couple,  Bill  and 
Myrtle  Haworth.  In  The  Friend  (5  IS  IS  1 ) 
Robert  Bell  comments:  “Most  Quakers  seem  to 
be  at  least  moderately  successful.  They  strike  you 
as  confident,  self-assured  folks,  with  a good  stand- 
ing in  whatever  vocation  they  follow. . . you  do 
not  expect  to  find  the  shabby  and  the  down-at- 


heel.  The  haunted  look  and  the  smell  of  failure 
are  absent.  . . This  is  a religion  that  savours  of  the 
resurrection  rather  than  the  cross.  To  the  person 
who  is  merely  dispirited  or  whose  faith  in  life  is 
momentarily  shaken  the  worshipping  group,  both 
in  the  actual  meeting  and  in  the  conviviality  that 
follows,  gives  support  and  encouragement.  This  is 
very  precious,  and  is  often  sufficient.  . . Has 
Quakerism  anything  to  offer  to  the  broken-hearted, 
to  the  failure?  I think  it  can  have,  provided  certain 
conditions  are  met.  One  is  obviously  the  percep- 
tiveness and  sensitive  sympathy  of  the  members  of 
the  meeting.  But  another  is  even  more  important, 
and  that  is  the  quality  of  the  silence  attained.  . . it 
is  there  that  the  ultimate  instrument  of  healing  is 
to  be  found.  Silence  cannot  mend  the  failure.  . . 
but  it  can  bring  about  in  the  mind  a revision,  even 
a reversal,  in  the  perception  of  what  success  is  and 
what  failure  is.  It  can  make  us  see  in  a different 
way  what  the  purpose  of  life  is. . . Perhaps  we  are 
here  simply  to  realise  what  we  are.  . . What  we  do 
and  what  we  have  seem  less  important.  . .” 
Honolulu  Friends,  in  a 1951  quotation  from 
Edward  Milligan,  remind  us:  “If  in  our  pastoral 
care  we  are  cumbered  with  much  serving,  hardly 
knowing  where  to  find  time  for  all  that  weighs 
on  us,  let  us  sit  at  the  Lord’s  feet.  Those  who  live 
with  Him  always  seem  to  have  time  to  love  and 
care  for  their  fellow -men,  which  is  denied  to  those 
of  us  who  think  we  can  accomplish  it  in  our  own 
strength.” 

Education  and  Good  Order:  La  dollars  adult 

study  group  has  been  discontinued  (and)  some 
Friends  strongly  feel  the  lack  of  ongoing  study  of 
the  Bible,  Faith  and  Practise  and  other  religious 
writings.  “We  hope  that  the  planned  study.  . . 
which  will  give  attention  to  FWCC  questions  will 
be  valuable.  We  need  cohesiveness  in  our  under- 
standing of  the  nature  of  Quakerism.”  Santa 
Cruz  Children’s  Committee  has  requested  an  addi- 
tional room  for  the  junior  high  program,  and  the 
Meeting  is  giving  consideration  to  the  subject  of 
dealing  with  their  rapid  growth.  A successful 
training  program  in  Children’s  Creative  Response 
to  Conflict  was  held.  Five  classrooms  in  one  public 
school  want  the  program,  and  the  Meeting  has  com- 
mitted itself  to  raising  expenses  for  a six  week  pilot 
project  in  another  school.  A Sharing  Meeting  was 
held  on  “our  attitudes  toward  money.” 

Eastside*s  Adult  Study  hour  had  discussions  on 
Creative  Parenting,  and  “Thy  Faith  and  Mine” 
(conversation/sharing  of  religious  convictions). 

(Continued  on  page  118) 


PAGE  118- APRIL,  1982 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


(News:  Cont.  from  page  117) 

Walla  Walla  Preparative  Meeting  began  a 
series  of  after-Meeting  discussions  centering  on 
Jessamyn  West’s  Quaker  Reader . Santa 

Barbara  writes  that  as  a Meeting  they  have  been 
able  to  come  together  on  peace  and  social  issues 
“because.  . . we  have  become  more  disciplined. 

In  all  our  meetings  (for  worship,  for  business,  and 
committee  meetings),  we  have  become  more  focus- 
ed and  centered.  By  centering  down  first,  then 
acting  as  a centered  group,  we  have  been  able  to 
handle  business  and  concerns  expeditiously,  thor- 
oughly, and  still  Quakerly.  Much  of  our  success.  . . 
is  due  to  the  clear-sightedness  of  our  clerks  and  our 
committee  convenors  this  past  year.” 

Claremont  welcomed  Zen  Buddhist  scholar  Masao 
Abe,  who  spoke  on  his  experience  of  relationship 
between  his  own  faith  and  Christianity  (including 
Quaker-sponsored  dialogues  at  Pendle  Hill  and  in 
Japan).  The  Meeting’s  monthly  page  of  “First  Day 
News”  is  a lively  collection  of  resources,  contri- 
butions from  young  (and  old)  “children,”  a calen- 
dar, introductions  to  younger  Friends,  reports  on 
projects,  and  wonderful  quotations.  From  “Our 
Own  Book  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer”  by  Meeting 
children  half  a generation  ago:  “It  would  be  better 
to  say  ‘God’  than  ‘Father’  because  it  mixes  you  up. 
At  least,  it’s  better  for  children.  Older  people 
understand  and  for  them  it  really  doesn’t  matter.  . . 
It’s  funny  about  God.  You  think  about  what  he  is 
like.  . . But  if  you  make  a picture.  . . you’re  never 
right.  . . he  has  to  be  somewhere.  And  they  say 
it’s  a beautiful  place.  He  could  be  everywhere. 

And  most  of  the  world  is  a pretty  nice  place.” 

El  Paso  keeps  a list  on  the  bulletin  board 
of  items  to  buy  for  their  new  Meetinghouse,  and 
of  small  repairs  to  be  done.  With  a 1952  quotation 
from  Growing  Up  in  Quaker  Worship  these  Friends 
remind  us:  “We  ought  to  see  to  it  that  we  are.  . . 
equipped  to  be  of  use  to  younger  members  (and).  . . 
to  make  the  maximum  use  of  the  variety  of  gifts 
represented  in  the  membership  of  our  meeting. 

Some  Friends.  . . may  feel  rightly  hesitant  about 
teaching  in  the  children’s  class  or  leading  a discus- 
sion, but  as  a keen  gardener,  as  a gifted  pianist  or 
as  a skilled  craftsman.  . . may  bring  delight  and 
interest.  . . and  enrichment  to  the  life  of  the  meet- 
ing as  a whole.  There  are  many  and  varied  ways  in 
which  we  can  become  bound  together  as  a family.  . . 
We  ought  not  to  become  stereotyped  in  our  meth- 
ods, or  be  too  timid  to  experiment;  for  boys  and 
girls,  who  love  life  and  movement  and  adventure, 
should  find  these  qualities  in  our  meetings.” 


Friends  Council  on  Education  celebrated  its  fifti- 
eth anniversary  with  a stimulating  two  days  at 
Swarthmore  College  which  included  statements 
from  elementary  and  middle  schools  who  heard 
Harlan  Smith,  Quaker  astronomer  from  McDonald 
Observatory  in  Texas.  After  a question  period, 
the  students  went  into  the  campus  observatory 
area,  and  used  the  telescope.  An  afternoon  con- 
cert by  high  school  students  was  held  at  4th  and 
Arch  Sts.  Meetinghouse.  . . “not  just  a Nice 
Concert  but  a really  major  experience.  . . the  top 
of  the  head  taken  right  off.  . .”  A student  com- 
mented: “But  what  I liked  best  was  the  astrono- 
mer from  Texas.  He  told  us  about  space  in  a way 
we  could  understand  and  didn’t  bore  us  with  mile- 
long  speeches,  and  didn’t  do  all  the  talking,  and 
asked  a lot  of  questions  and  let  us  answer.” 

Peace  and  Social  Concerns:  Phoenix  Meet- 

ing continues  efforts  with  draft  counseling;  a small 
ad  has  brought  in  four  or  five  calls  weekly,  with 
more  anticipated  as  prosecution  for  non-registrants 
begins.  Peace  and  Social  Concerns  Committee 
sponsored  a grapefruit  picking  party  at  a Friend’s 
farm,  with  donations  given  to  free  kitchens,  food 
banks  and  retirement  centers.  Phoenix  Friends 
were  among  the  signers  of  the  Arizona  Fellowship 
of  Christian  Bishops  and  Executives’  Statement 
of  Concern  urging  our  President  to  conduct  nego- 
tiations with  Russia  and  other  nations  leading  to 
an  immediate  halt  in  the  development  and  manu- 
facture of  nuclear  weapons.  Palomar  and 

Walla  Walla  Friends  noted  their  concern  for  Bahai’s 
being  persecuted  in  Iran.  And,  as  a means  of 
facilitating  war  tax  resistance,  Walla  Walla  adopted 
a minute  establishing  an  Account  for  Undesignated 
Special  Projects,  to  which  members  of  the  meeting 
might  make  tax-deductible  contributions  in  a given 
year,  to  be  held  by  the  meeting  for  the  funding  of 
special  projects  in  the  future.  This  account  will 
allow  Friends  to  reduce  their  war  tax  liability  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  deduction  for  charitable 
contributions  up  to  50%  of  their  gross  income, 
while  continuing  to  have  a voice  in  the  use  of  these 
funds  for  special  projects.  College  Park 

Quarterly  Meeting  gave  enthusiastic  and  tangible 
support  to  the  Peace  Pedallers,  Young  Friends  who 
will  bicycle  around  the  United  States  this  spring 
and  summer  sharing  their  concerns  for  peace  and 
the  well-being  of  the  human  family.  Marin  Meet- 
ing was  to  be  the  group’s  first  stop  on  March  1st. 

Eastside  Friends  held  a vigil  at  the  Trident 
Missile  Base.  Redwood  joined  with 

the  Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility  in  sponsor- 
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ing  a public  meeting  addressing  the  question  most 
frequently  asked  of  the  Nuclear  Weapons  Freeze 
Campaign,  “But  What  About  the  Russians?”  The 
newsletter  carries  word  of  a Soviet-American 
family  photo  exchange  as  one  way  of  expressing 
friendship.  (Write  to:  Association  for  Humanistic 
Psychology,  325  Ninth  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103,  Attention : Soviet-American  Photo 
Exchange.)  Honolulu  Friends  planned  for 

peacemaking  alternatives  to  be  presented  to  stu- 
dents at  the  1982  Job  Fair,  and  were  urged  to 
write  to  their  Congressional  delegation  protesting 
their  support  of  President  Reagan’s  position  on 
the  resumption  of  manufacture  of  poison  gas  and 
bacterial  weapons.  Peace  and  Social  Order 

Committee  of  Santa  Cruz  planned  a focus  on  dis- 
armament and  conflict  resolution  as  the  theme  for 
the  Meeting’s  Spring  Retreat.  Strawberry 

Creek  held  a threshing  meeting  concerned  with 
the  handling  of  drugs  and  alcohol  at  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. Several  meetings  reported  activity  in 

support  of  International  Women’s  Day,  among 
them  Davis  whose  Hospitality  Committee  spon- 
sored a presentation  on  “Women’s  History  in  the 
Peace  Movement.”  Members  continue  to  collect 
signatures  for  the  Nuclear  Freeze  Initiative 
Campaign— at  the  post  office,  the  Farmers’  Market, 
and  along  movie  lines.  Palo  Alto  held  a 
discussion  on  “Friends  and  the  Government: 
Obedience  and  Resistance.” 


Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

now  has  its  own  hotline  to  give  a recorded 
up-to-the-minute  message  on. important 
legislation.  For  cheapest  rates  call  between 
5 p.m.  Friday  and  5 p.m.  Sunday.  Should 
you  wish  to  talk  with  FCNL  personnel,  call 
the  office  during  the  week  between  6 and  8 
ajn.  for  cheap  rates.  The  White  House  has  a 
comment  desk  should  you  wish  to  register  a 
“for”  or  “against”  any  issue.  Same  rates 
apply. 

1 -202-5474343  FCNL  Hotline-recording 
1-202-547-6000  FCNL  Staff 
1-202456-7639  White  House  Public 
Opinion  Desk 
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Announcements 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Needs  Children’s  Staff 

The  Yearly  Meeting  needs  qualified  staff  for  the 
Children’s  Program.  These  are  paid  positions  car- 
ing for  babies,  preschoolers,  or  older  children  dur- 
ing the  week  of  August  1-7.  The  salaries  range 
from  $150  to  $200  (for  the  week)  depending  on 
the  responsibilities  of  the  job.  If  you  would  be 
interested  in  applying  or  if  you  know  someone 
who  would  be  an  asset  to  our  staff,  please  contact 
Mary  Miche  (415)  845-8417,  2600  Hillegass, 
Berkeley,  CA  94704. 

Service  Committee’s  Annual  Mexican  Community 
Service  Project 

El  Centro  de  Paz  wishes  to  inform  Friends  and 
others  between  the  ages  of  16  and  26  of  the  site  of 
the  annual  six-week  summer  community  service 
project  which  will  be  held  at  the  village  of  La  Mesa 
Companero,  Sonora,  Mexico.  The  Sonora  Associ- 
ation of  Friends  will  direct  the  project  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Mexican  Friends  Service  Committee 
and  the  National  Office  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee.  Volunteers  will  work  with  the 
people  of  the  village  at  repairing  the  school  build- 
ing, fencing  the  school  grounds,  and  planting  an 
orchard.  A basic  knowledge  of  Spanish  is  required. 
Applications  from  potential  co-leaders  with  a solid 
command  of  Spanish  are  also  welcomed,  especially 
from  established  couples  in  older  age  groups. 
Interested  persons  may  write  for  applications  to 
AFSC  Personnel  Dept.,  1501  Cherry  St.,  Philadel- 
phia, PA  19102.  Dates  of  the  project  are  end  of 
June  to  mid-August.  (For  more  immediate  in- 
formation call  Frank  Shutts,  (714)  593-7064.) 

John  Woolman  School  Annual  Workcamps 

The  1982  Summer  Workcamps  at  John  Woolman 
School  will  be  held  at  the  school  in  Nevada  City, 
CA,  the  last  two  weeks  of  July.  Camp  1 - July  18- 
July  25-Russ  and  Mary  Jorgensen,  leaders.  Camp 
II  - July  25-July  31-Vanita  Blum  and  David  Rich, 
leaders.  Costs  per  camp  week:  16  and  older,  $30; 
12-15,  $20;  6-1 1,  $15.  All  arrangements  should  be 
made  through  the  Jorgensens,  7899  St.  Helena  Rd., 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95404,  (707)  538-1502.  Some  of 
the  work  planned  is  to  build  a solar  greenhouse  and 
remodel  the  office  building. 

Gathering  of  Friends  - July  3-10,  1982 

Slippery  Rock  State  College,  Slippery  Rock,  PA. 
For  information  write  to  Friends  General  Confer- 
ence, 1520-B  Race  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102. 
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Whittier  Institute  - July  10-18,  1982 

“Roots  of  Conflict:  U.S.  & U.S.S.R.”  will  be 
explored  by  all  those  who  wish  to  participate  in  an 
eight-day  residential  Institute  sponsored  by  Whittier 
College  and  the  American  Friends  Service  Commit- 
tee. Nationally-known  speakers  representing  both 
U.S.  and  Soviet  viewpoints  will  present  their  views 
each  evening.  Harrison  Salisbury  of  the  New  York 
Times  will  be  the  resident  resource  person  and  will 
present  the  keynote  address.  Edward  Snyder  of 
the  National  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation, 
global  analyst  Richard  Barnet,  Professor  Kassahun 
Checole,  Eritrean  specialist  on  the  role  of  the 
super-powers  in  the  Horn  of  Africa,  and  Fred 
Warner  Neal,  distinguished  scholar  in  the  Clare- 
mont Graduate  School  working  in  the  area  of 
U.S.-Soviet  policy  will  also  speak.  For  informa- 
tion on  costs,  academic  credit,  reduced  rates  for 
groups,  etc.,  contact  Karin  Hilsdale,  Director, 
Whittier  Institute  for  International  Understanding, 
980  N.  Fair  Oaks  Ave.,  Pasadena,  CA  91103. 

Memorial  Minute  — Cecil  E.  Hinshaw 

Cecil  E.  Hinshaw,  70,  died  at  home  in  Boulder, 
CO,  February  3,  after  a long  illness.  Cecil  had 
been  a recorded  minister  since  1934  and  was  in 
great  demand  much  of  his  life  as  a Quaker  lecturer. 
At  one  time  he  was  pastor  of  Gonic  (NH)  Friends 
Meeting,  and  while  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
was  pastor  of  Denver  (CO)  First  Friends  Church. 
From  1940  to  1943  Cecil  was  religion  professor 
at  Friends  University,  Wichita,  KS,  and  from  1943 
to  1949,  president  of  William  Penn  College, 
Oskaloosa,  lA. 

Cecil  worked  as  a free  lance  writer  and  lecturer 
from  1949  to  1956,  chiefly  under  the  auspices  of 
the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  and  the 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation.  He  also  taught  at 
Pendle  Hill  for  two  terms.  In  1956  he  joined  the 
staff  of  AFSC’s  Des  Moines,  I A,  regional  office 
as  peace  education  secretary  and  became  the 
regional  executive  secretary  in  1964.  In  1971  he 
transferred  to  the  role  of  regional  finance  secretary 
and  retired  from  AFSC  in  1972. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Pauline;  daughters, 
Elizabeth  Hinshaw  Baxter,  Eleanor  Hinshaw 
Mullendore,  and  Esther  Hinshaw-Barbknecht; 
son,  Robert  Hinshaw;  eight  grandchildren,  and 
four  great-grandchildren.  The  family  has  asked 
that  any  memorial  contributions  be  made  to 
AFSC,  1660  Lafayette  St.,  Denver,  CO  80218. 

A memorial  meeting  was  held  by  Boulder 
Meeting  on  February  20,  1982. 
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PYM  Registration  Forms 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  registration  forms  will  be 
mailed  the  latter  part  of  May  directly  to  the  homes 
of  those  who  have  attended  PYM  during  the  past  five 
years.  (The  forms  will  not  appear  in  Friends  Bulletin) 
Additional  copies  will  be  mailed  to  meetings. 

Friends  are  urged  to  send  their  registration  forms 
to  the  registrar,  Sheila  Moran,  before  July  10,  since 
the  facility  at  Chico,  Craig  Hall,  has  requested  that 
we  supply  them  with  total  numbers  of  attenders 
expected  by  July  15. 

Changes  of  address  should  be  sent  to  Charles 
Swift,  Assistant  Registrar,  15834  Sunnyvale  Lane, 
Grass  Valley,  C A 95945. 

Please  send  in  your  registration  even  though  you 
may  not  be  completely  sure  of  your  plans  to  attend, 
since  it  is  much  easier  to  cancel  rooms  prepared 
than  to  request  additional  space  at  the  last  moment. 
Refunds  will  be  sent  upon  request. 


Yearly  Meeting  Dates 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  — June  10-13, 
Ghost  Ranch,  New  Mexico.  Marian  and 
Ed  Sanders,  Resource  Friends.  For 
registration  materials  write  Marian  Hoge, 
Registrar,  1021  Georgia,  S.E., 
Albuquerque,  NM  87108. 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  — July  22-25, 
Judson  Baptist  College,  the  Dalles,  Oregon 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  — August  2-7,  Craig 
Hall,  Chico,  California. 


